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Rainier Beach High
School and Southlake
will drive the
technology content
as data integration
specialist)

School Community
for BSK Grant

New Birth’s History in Literacy
Development
❑New Birth Center for Community Inclusion – Home Now program funded by
National Black Churches to support all families in gain home ownership through
financial literacy.
❑75 families within Seattle and South King County entered into home ownership.
❑Carolyn Sopher, Th.D. authored “Paving Your Streets with Gold.”
❑New Birth Ministries has graduated three cohorts of students beginning with the
Associates of Arts to Graduate Level who have earned community-based college
degrees at Midwest Bible College.

Program goal
New Birth Center for Community Inclusion’s goal is to address racial healing through
actualizing a culturally responsive framework that builds intergenerational transfer of
language, literacy, and resilience from one generation to another.

What we believe
We believe that trauma-informed practices that promote racial healing are:
1. Culturally and linguistically responsive to the child, family, and community
2. Sustainable from one generation to the next
3. Informs, builds, and replenishes social capital for equitable gains in life-long
learning
4. Informs, builds, and replenishes social capital for equitable gains in economics and
cultural capital
5. Inclusive of acknowledging pain and resiliency narratives associated with people of
color.
6. Yet, not dismissive of historical and present racialized experiences inherent to
people of color.

How do we practice?
As trauma-informed practitioners we teach from a place of love with a strong investment in human
relationships and reciprocal determinism.
Place of Love
bell hooks defines love as a “combination of care, commitment, knowledge, responsibility,
respect, and trust” . “When teachers work to affirm the emotional well-being of students we
are doing the work of love.”
Sonia Nieto defines teaching as “a vocation of love”, only practiced when we affirm the
cultural identities of our urban students of Color.
refers to love as “teaching from the heart,” claiming that “connections made by good
teachersParker Palmer are held not in their methods but in their hearts”

How do we practice?
As trauma-informed practitioners we teach from a place of love with a strong investment in
human relationships and reciprocal determinism.
Human Relationships
Our work is practiced by acknowledging the human ecosystem of the child as strength-based
approach in building relationships to best teach the child.
Which basically means we empower the parent, caregivers, and kinships to teach the child.
We celebrate, acknowledge, and learn from….
Students and kinship systems who bring life experiences enriched with cultural and linguistic
texture in the learning environment.

How do we practice?
As trauma-informed practitioners we teach from a place of love with a strong investment in
human relationships, reciprocal determinism, and hierarchy of needs.
Reciprocal Determinism - Opportunities for equity in learning
Creating cultural and linguistic responsive social learning opportunities in the classroom which captures
the interest of children, and their kinship ecosystem.

Reciprocal determinism – hyperlink
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?
q=reciprocal+determinism&&view=detail&mid=1074D074A
C3C86DFBF561074D074AC3C86DFBF56&&FORM=VRDGAR
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Creating
Intergenerationa
l Connections
through Literacy
Multimodal literacies transcend the
alphabetic world that is the focus
of classroom literacy instruction…

Our Inspiration – Sharon Darling: The Story of
Family Literacy

Using Storytelling
to Improve
Literacy and
Empower
Students Voice….
Using storytelling in the classroom
is one way to address literacy
development by improving oral
language, reading comprehension,
and writing (Miller & Pennycuff,
2008)

❑Storytelling is defined as, “relating a tale to one or
more listeners through voice and gesture” (National
Council of Teachers of English, 1992, p. 1).
❑ Researchers have found that literacy instruction is
most effective when developed through social
interaction and collaboration with others (Dugan,
1997).
❑ Building on the synergistic relationship between
language in an interactive way, teachers and students
can use storytelling to improve literacy learning.
❑Because of the interrelated nature of the processes
involved in reading and writing, storytelling is an
effective pedagogical strategy that can be woven into
instruction to increase students’ competencies in all
areas (Miller & Pennycuff, 2008)

Goal in action at RBHS….

Phase 1 in Action at RBHS: Telling the
story…

TI Practitioner facilitates the story
telling process using historical
prompts that coincides with the
child’s story

The child tells their story and
the kinship system informs
the story

The teacher use
these stories as a
pedagogical
method for
differentiated
instruction in ELA
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Phase 2 in Action at RBHS: Refining
the process …….

Moving from telling the world to
showing the world

Digitally mediated
Dynamic multimodal communication
Third dimension of space
Where the reader can authentically
enter the text

Digital
Storytelling in
education
Digital Innovation in Cultural and
Heritage Education in the light of
21st century learning
Five Step Phases
1. Briefing
2. Writing
3. Recording
4. Editing
5. Sharing

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?
q=Digital+Storytelling+in+Education&&view=detail&mid=FA23
7CBF4B760A149C6EFA237CBF4B760A149C6E&&FORM=VRDGAR

Engage
Learners with
Transmedia
Storytelling
Elaine Raybourn

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_j-2Ct9V9cQ

Digital
storytelling…
Using Digital Storytelling can
change the narratives of children
and families of color in increase
their ELA by telling the story–
Reflecting on their personal
experiences, children and families
have the ability to talk about the
importance for people of color to
tell their own stories and how to
create opportunities for those
voices to heard in an authentic,
healthier and holistic light

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
time_continue=187&v=MFwNeG_Wxwk

The 7 Elements of Digital Storytelling

Developing
English
language
acquisition

The Center for Digital Storytelling (CDS) in Berkeley, California is known
for developing and disseminating the Seven Elements of Digital
Storytelling, which are often cited as a useful starting point as you begin
working with digital stories.

Through knowing your own family’s
stories.

3. Emotional Content
Serious issues that come alive in a personal and powerful way and
connects the audience to the story.

Creating space for intergenerational family literacy project
in the classroom.

1. Point of View
What is the main point of the story and what is the perspective of the
author?
2. A Dramatic Question
A key question that keeps the viewer's attention and will be answered by
the end of the story.

4. The Gift of Your Voice
A way to personalize the story to help the audience understand the
context.
5. The Power of the Soundtrack
Music or other sounds that support and embellish the story.
6. Economy
Using just enough content to tell the story without overloading the
viewer.
7. Pacing
The rhythm of the story and how slowly or quickly it progresses.

Music
laboratory
Facilitate opportunities for children
of color to learn songwriting, audio
engineering and music technology
through the creation and
production of original musical works
that promote racial healing and
understanding.
Creating a compilation of songs that
promote racial healing.

